The Doctrine of Scripture (2)

Lesson Nine:

Transmission of Scripture
(part 5)

Transmission of the OT

Differences from the NT

1. The time period during which the OT manuscripts
were copied is much greater

2. The number of early extant manuscripts is significantly
less for the Old Testament (“uniform text”)

3. The process of transmission was very different —
professional scribes and priests were responsible for
maintaining the sacred Hebrew text

Transmission of the OT

History of Transmission
A. Prior to 400 B.C.

= copied by priests or scribes who reverenced and
maintained them as records of Israel’s history
and their relationship to Yahweh
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Transmission of the OT

B. 500 B.C. — AD. 100

> rise of the “scribe” (sopherim) — group of teachers
and interpreters of the Law




Transmission of the OT

B. 500 B.C. — AD. 100

1. Revising the text
= change from paleo-Hebrew to Assyrian square script

= spelling and archaic forms were updated; some
comparison of manuscripts

= “matres lectionis” — consonants added to represent
vowel sounds to aid in pronunciation

Transmission of the OT

B. 500 B.C. — A.D. 100

2. Textual Divergence (?)

= Samaritan Pentateuch (SP) — version of the first five
books developed around 100 B.C.

= Septuagint (LXX) — Greek translation of the Hebrew
Scripture produced between 3 — 1st centuries B.C.

= proto-Masoretic — the majority of the Qumran MMS
reflect this text-type

Transmission of the OT

B. 500 B.Cc. — A.D. 100
3. Unified Text

= the formation of a unified, authoritative text of the
Hebrew Bible by the mid-first century A.D.

= modifications were no longer permitted after this point

Nahal Hever MMS (A.D. 132)

Transmission of the OT

C. AD. 100 - 500

= group of scribes called the “Tannaim” (repeaters) —
rules to preserve the text

= Jerome’s Latin Vulgate (400 A.D.) — same Hebrew
text as the MT; showed no awareness of differences
in the Hebrew text

Transmission of the OT

D. A.D. 500 — 1100
» Masoretic Text (MT)

= Masoretes — group of scribes who copied and
maintained the traditions of the Hebrew text

= diligently made meticulous notes regarding the text
(“Marosah”) to ensure textual accuracy

= developed vowel pointing and the “Kethib/Qere”
readings (~ 1000 in MT)
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‘Table 6.1. Biblical Manuscripts of the Dead Sea Scrolls i # | BRI A A S0t
[ Biblical Books  Numberof  Designations o [Pia - il
(Hebrow Order)  Copies Ruth 1 2Q16,217, 40104, 4Q105
9 Songof Solomon | 1 10106, 40107, 4Q108, 606
Eecesiates 2 Q109,30110
17 -
Lamentations |4 303, 4Q111, 506,
1 , 205, 4023, 4024, 4025, 426, 4060, 40260, IQ2 Masta, | [ 7
| Creck: 4Q119,Q120) i
Numbers 2 103,206, 207,208, 209, 4025, 4Q27, XHev Se 1, Xev/Se2,576 | | N e S et il
Hev 1, Mur 167, (Greok: 4Q121) Tura 1 sQu7
Devteronomy |29 104,105, 2010, 2011, 2012, 4Q28, 4029, 4030, 4031, 432,403, | | Nehemiah o N
4Q34, 435, 4Q36, 4Q7, 4Q38, 40380, 4Q38h, 4039, 404D, 41,
1Q12, 4043, 4Q44, 4045, 4046, 501, 603, 84, Mur 2, Masle, Xhiev/ | | 1-2Chvonicles |1 e
563, (Greek 4Q122)
Toshua 7] Q17,308 a
Judges 106,4Q19, 4Q50 T
12 Samuel 1 107, 4051, 4052, 4053 3
12Kings 3 Q54,502,604 “H
Tsaiah ) 108, 4Q55, 4056, 1Q57, 4Q58, 4059, 4Q60, 4Q61, Z|
«Q 001 5065, 0t 067 00,40, S5,
5Q5, Mur 3
Jeremiah 3 2Q13, 4070, 4071, 4712, 4Q71b, 4072 ¥
Ezokiel 7 [ 109,301,207, 4071,4075, 1104, Mas1a B
Twelve Prophets | 1Q76,4Q77, 4Q75, 4Q79, 4050, 4081, 4082, Mur 85, (Greek: SHev 1) |
Psalms El 1Q10,1Q11, 1012, 2014, 3Q2, 4Q83, 4Q84, 4Q85, 4086, 4087,

4089, 4090, 4Q91, 4Q92, 4Q93, 4Q94, 4¢ 4Q96, 4Q97, 4Q98™,
40Q522, 4QPs", 5Q5, 6Q5, 8Q2, 11Q5, 11Q6, 11Q7, 11Q8, 11Q11, Masle,
| sy




